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MLA Form, Citation and Documentation Quiz

This quiz is due February 18

Instructions: Answer the following questions by either circling the correct corresponding letter or providing the proper information. Before taking the quiz, be sure to review the guidelines for using MLA. This information may be located in the grammar guide assigned to you in College Writing I, or you may locate ancillary information online. 

Some useful websites:   
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01/
http://www.dianahacker.com/resdoc/p04_c08_o.html
General matters

1. A paper’s title should both capture the reader’s attention and briefly indicate the paper’s focus.

a. True



b. False

2. The paper’s title should





a. be in bold type;

b. be in italics;

c. be in type larger than the type of the body of the paper;

d. be enclosed in quotation marks;

e. be underlined;

f. include curlicues or decorations;

g. none of the above.

3. Page numbers should appear in the






a. top center of every page;


b. bottom center of every page;


c. top right corner of every page.

4. Quotations should always be introduced (i.e., integrated into your writing), not simply dropped into your paragraphs as sentences with quotation marks around them.

a. True



b. False 

5. Quotations of four lines or more should be double indented and double spaced without quotation marks.

a. True



b. False

6. Most great writers try to avoid long quotations.  In fact, quoting a word or phrase as part of your own sentence can be very effective.

a. True



b. False

7. MLA strongly recommends that titles of books and publications be underlined, not italicized.

a. True



 False

8. Sources used in the paper should appear 

a. on a page entitled Bibliography;

b. on a page entitled Works Cited;

c. in alphabetical order by author (by work only when the author is unknown);

d. a. and c. above;

e. b. and c. above.

Citations/Parenthetical Documentation

9. In “Notes on the Next War: A Serious Topical Letter,” Hemingway states,

                       They wrote in the old days that it is sweet and fitting to

                        die for one’s country.  But in modern war there is

                        nothing sweet nor fitting in your dying.  You will die

                        like a dog for no good reason (209).

a. Correct


b. Wrong

10. “Trust thyself: every heart vibrates to that iron string.” (Emerson 148)

a. Correct


 Wrong

11. “Trust thyself: every heart vibrates to that iron string.” (Emerson, 148)

a. Correct


b.Wrong

12. “Trust thyself: every heart vibrates to that iron string” (Emerson, 148).

a. Correct


b. Wrong

13. “Trust thyself: every heart vibrates to that iron string” (Emerson 148).

a. Correct


b. Wrong

14. “Dude, trust yourself, because like every heart vibrates to an iron string” (Emerson 148).

a. Correct


b. Wrong

15. Welter argues that the “True Woman” of the nineteenth century was characterized by “piety, purity, submissiveness, and domesticity” (Welter 152).

a. Correct


b. Wrong
16. Welter argues that the “True Woman” of the nineteenth century was characterized by “piety, purity, submissiveness, and domesticity” (152).

a. Correct




b. Wrong

Form/Documentation for Works Cited Page

Create a separate Works Cited page for questions 17 – 22. 

Be certain to staple that Works Cited page to the original quiz when you return it. 

17. How does the following information about a book appear on a Works Cited page?

Book title: The True Believer


Author: Eric Hoffer

Date of publication: 2002


Location of publisher: New York

Publisher: Harper Perennial Modern Classics

18. How does the following information about a newspaper article appear on a Works Cited page?

Title of Article: More Retired Generals Call for Rumsfeld's Resignation

Author(s): David S. Cloud and Eric Schmittt

Page: 1


Date of publication: April 14, 2006


Newspaper: New York Times

19. How does the following information about an unsigned editorial in a newspaper appear on a Works Cited page?

Page: A15




Date of publication: April 14, 2006

Newspaper: The New York Times 

Title of article: Houses of Straw

20. How does the following information from a personal interview appear on a Works Cited page?

Individual interviewed: Tuukka Rask

Date of interview: February 3, 2010
21. How does an e-mail from a source appear on a Works Cited page?

Author — Peter Gammons

Title of e-mail –  Re: The Designated Hitter Rule

Date written – October 21, 2006

Recipient of e-mail – Author of paper using MLA (i.e., you)

22. How does information from a sound recording appear on a Works Cited page?

Artist : John Coltrane




Title of recording: Blue Train

Record Label: Blue Note 



Date recorded: 1957

23. How does the following information derived from a database of the UMass Lowell O’Leary Library appear on a Works Cited page?

Title: Surprising Beauty in Technical Photography

Author: David, Andrew

Source: Tech Directions, v68 n6 p14-16 

Date of publication: Jan 2009. 3 pp. 

Abstractor: ERIC
Database: Ebsco

24. How does the following information from a radio program appear on a Works Cited page?
Interviewer: Terri Gross



Interviewee: Al Franken

Program: Fresh Air




Network: National Public Radio

Date: April 30, 2002




Website: NPR.org

25. Go to the following web address and create a citation.
http://www.talkingpointsmemo.com/archives/236924.php
