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Best Salon in the Country
Hello and thank you to everyone who has attended this award show tonight.  I am honored to say that I have won the award of Best salon in the country. This has been a dream of mine so such a long time, I am so great full. 
	The reason behind my success came from a very young age. I loved the way my mother did her nails, and how every time she went to the nail salon she came back with some new design or color. Going to the nail salon was my treat when I came home with a good test grade or good grades on my report card. The nail salon was a very relaxing place that everyone seemed to love.  As I got older and went onto high school this became something I must do. I got a job at 14 years old at my local super market called Market Basket in Somerville, MA.  This was the only place that was hiring at such a job age and I needed a job. The only reason why I had this job that I could only work on the weekend for a whole 8 hours was because I wanted to get my nails done. 
Some people might find this funny or a little crazy but my love for nails was very big. Every check I received I went right away to cash it at the Citizens bank down the street to my house and went straight to get my nails done. But where I went to get my nails done was very important. You needed to look at the price, the quality, the durability, and the skill of the nail salon in which to go to. And this was one very hard thing to do and find. Being a nail technician is not a easy task. To perfect your work comes with years or practice and cliental. And that’s exactly what I was looking for.  I went to city to city looking for all the qualities I wanted in a nail salon. It became very frustrating because it took months before I found a place I loved.
 Finally successful I found a place in Roxbury, Ma on Mass Ave that did the best nails, price, quality, everything I wanted. And I thought to myself after all this work I put into finding this place I need to make it work for me at the end. So I made a deal with the owner, I told him I go to a high school in Somerville and getting your nails done is something all the girls do and we need a place like this that’s cheap and does a good job. I asked him if he wanted to make a deal I bring him customers and I get a special discount on my nails. And that’s exactly what we did and he was so happy about the deal we made.  I spread word around the school that there is the new hot place in Boston, the price is right and you will always come out happy. I went to get my nails done every 2 weeks on a Friday and he told me about the customers and he couldn’t believe it. I told the girls from school to let them know I went them and he told me even girls that didn’t go to my school came in saying I sent them and he couldn’t be even happier. 
One day he called and was wondering if I would like to attend his school he had for nail technians. I thought to myself I work at Market Basket go to school full time and I’m involved with activities in school how in the world will I have time or the money for this. He let me know that everything was free for me and he would work out a special schedule for I can attend classes in his school in Boston. My first class was July 11, 2008 and from that day on I knew what I wanted to do when I grew up. When I looked at my nails being done I thought it was the easiest thing in the world that I could do it. Once class started I thought to myself this is one of the hardest things ever. Practice is key, I would become very frustrated but I knew that everything takes practice and determination and if I wanted to make this into a career I needed to do exactly that.  I got my certificate on January 11, 2009. 
This was my pride and joy. I quit my job at market basket knowing that it’s going to be my senior year and I need to pay attention to my school work I decided to make myself a side job.
 My house became the new nail salon. I had the cheapest prices with the best designs and the girls loved it. I knew I couldn’t do this forever and school coming up soon I knew that the best thing to go into was business. I always wanted to go to college and even with me being a nail technian wasn’t enough for me.  I wanted to attend a 4 year college and complete it. I attend Middlesex community college for 1 year and a semester and transferred to Umass Lowell, was I was already dorming while attending MCC. There is where I got my degree in Business and I knew from there I was going to take over this field.
 I opened a small place in Cambridge, Ma called “What you need nails“.  After a year and trying to find the best employees my cliental became strong. And I even started to get a few celebrities to get their nails done my salon. What you need Nails was running for 5 years when I closed it done because I got an offer of a life time. I was offered a job with Celebrity Jennifer Lopez to be her on tour nail tech. This was my big break; I made the best connections thru this job. I made strong relationship with people and they were just waiting until the tour was over for I can reopen my salon for they came and get their nails done. And that was what exactly happened. My cliental became so big I opened two more nail salons in Boston and in Framingham, MA. Business was great and I was becoming very successful in my work. 
I was asked to be featured in Seventeen magazines with the best salon of the year award. After that I got plenty more awards like Boston’s best nail salon, several salons of the year awards. But by far this was been the most memorable, the one that has meant the most to me because this award show all my hard work and dedication has worked off. In such a hard field as mine I wanted to show that you can make something that is small into something huge. At this day I have 10 very successful nail salons. I am so thankful to everyone who believes that I deserve this award. Thank you to NAILS magazine for awarding me this. Thanks you everyone.
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Wimbledon 


	Tennis has always had a remarkable impression throughout my life.  I can’t believe my lifelong passion has brought me to a first place stage.  So much training and competing has led up to the ultimate prize.  It’s been a long and emotional journey filled with memorable moments I will never forget.  It’s amazing to think that years ago I was just playing against the wall not thinking that I would be playing and beating the best.  But there are still further goals I want to achieve after I take a long break away from tennis.  
	Growing up, I was always fond of the game, but it wasn’t until I was ten when I started playing.  I was instantly drawn to the excitement and competition.  By my twelfth birthday, I was already playing in a league and improving my game.  I was still young but always wanted to play.  I started actually winning after turning fourteen but it proved to be much more strenuous to maintain.
	Competition has always been a very strong idea in my mind.  Winning was always so much better than to receive a losing medal.  But sometimes you need to lose to learn how to be a better competitor.  And many times I have realized that you are just another opponent.  You are facing other swimmers and trying to improve on your times.  We are always trying to outdo our ambitions.  And the hardest person to get past is yourself.
	I could not have done this without my coaches.  I remember one coach, Allosha or Alexei would be his American name; that I had in Russia during the summer between my junior and senior year.  This was a man only concerned about results.  I could be sick and dying and he would not allow one practice to be missed.  He would call it a corruption of the psychology.  If results weren’t coming he would make sure discipline and punishment would take its place.  But results always seemed to come.  I realized that an athlete needs to be scared of their coaches.  I put all the ability and hope in my coach.  Results came like they should and I trained by his rules.  This is the difference between American coaches and Russian coaches.  A coach needs to be stern and still.  When he shows emotion from victory or defeat, he shows his weakness.  It’s interesting to watch the Olympics during Soviet times and compare the different coaches all over the world.   The guidance he provided was essential in improving my play.  The different coaches I’ve had growing all shaped me into the player that won this contest.   They have also shaped me into the kind of person I am today.  I thank my parents and all the encouragement and chances they provided.  
	After turning professional and playing full time, I got the chance to meet very interesting people.  Most of the people I already have or will have the opportunity of playing against.  They had different strong and weak points and all were a pleasure to face.  I am still very good friends with many of them.  Many of my loses came from them because they also knew my playing style.  This is what made winning so tricky and illusive.  In order for you to be ahead of your competitors is to  always change your style.  This keeps your actions and motives inconspicuous.  And when people can’t predict what you will do is when they are playing against someone they know nothing about.  After I realized how to do this is when I became comfortable with just about any opponent I went up against.  
	I started thinking about Wimbledon when I was twenty and thought about going after it two years later.  I wasn’t anticipating the amount of good players I would have to upset.  Many of them were much better than me.  Ignorance of the skill of other players spun me into emotional twisters the first couple of grand slams I entered.  After a few beat downs I understood that I would need to play at the highest level at all time with the best players.  On of the worst defeats I’ve suffered was my match in Australia against Roddick.  Great serve and that’s all was what I was facing along with the occasional strong winner.  I underestimated how important the serve is to the game.  It completely destroyed my moral and my desire to play the game.  It’s not much fun to play when you are constantly frustrated by your inability to return the first shots of the game.  After that I knew I needed to play much more and control my emotions.  I signed up for all the prestigious events and filled up my calendar.  Aside from the obviously harder competition there were also better prizes and a much better crowd.  But winning was always harder as well.  But I was hooked and invited the hardships of longer training.  I was on tour with some of the best players like Nadal, Federer, and Murray for three years and always looked to get an edge while in competition.  The only way to do this was to develop a system to conquer all these athletes’ styles of playing.  And while doing this I would need to be able to change my play to keep from being read.  I needed to be inconspicuous and always changing.  I started winning after constantly changing my style and trying to be unpredictable.  I became more successful the better I managed this strategy.  
	When I turned twenty-five, I felt better than I have ever felt and knew that my game was at its finest.  I was used to playing my top game and held my emotions in check.  The final games were more of a toss up because we were just about on the same level.  Every time a person would catch grace for a point the other would shut him down before he was able to get on a roll.  Tight games can go either way and it’s when luck may have the most merit.  
	It took every nerve and muscle in my body to react at the best possible time to win the Wimbledon today.  Wimbledon was always the most coveted title of the game I believe.  Playing on such a delicate surface as grass shows that not everyone can enjoy the green.  It the surface of the elite; running on what most people yell at you for not stepping on.  I showed up thinking I had a chance to win if I was playing well.  The game was a pleasure to play and I enjoyed many moments of the game.  There were also those I would never want to remember.  But I believe the culmination of the training I received, along with the want to play and incredible drive to be the best.  
	The goal has been achieved but it makes me wonder if this is the only grand slam title I want to ever claim.  I plan on taking a long break away from the game to relax and not be surrounded by tennis and the need to win.  I don’t want to feel too much pressure and worry about all the workouts and just enjoy myself.  I think that a year will hold me off of tennis to realize how much I miss the game to jump back in.  After that I’d like to try to improve my game and see if there is still a future of capturing future titles.  Thank you again to everyone mentioned and I hope to see you when I return.      
