
College Writing II
Carl Mason
ENGL-1020-302
ENGL-1020-210
Tues/Thurs 	8:00AM - 9:15AM (302) 
Tues/Thurs 	9:30AM - 10:45AM (210)	
OL-103 North Campus	

				“Research is to see what everybody else has seen, and 
				  to think what nobody else has thought.”

									-- Albert Szent-Gyorgyi

Office Hours:   Thursdays, 11:00 – 12:20 (or by appointment)
(The FYWP office is located on the 4th floor of the Lydon Library.)

E-mail: 	carl_mason@uml.edu	

Course Website: 	carl-mason.wiki.uml.edu


Note: Unless otherwise specified, all course material (including this course syllabus) will be made available through the course website. You are urged to check the website before and after each class meeting for updates.  The scheduling of specific readings and short assignments will be made available through the course website. 

Dates for formal assignments are listed on the course syllabus (and the course website).

A grading rubric for formal assignments will be made available through the course website.

You are urged to check the website before and after each class for updates.  


Required Texts: 		

Self-Reliance and Other Essays. Ralph Waldo Emerson. Dover Thrift. ISBN: 0486277909

Walden; Or, Life in the Woods. Henry David Thoreau. Dover Thrift. ISBN: 0486284956

Where Men Win Glory. Jon Krakauer.  Anchor. ISBN: 030738604X

A Writer's Reference 8th ed. (UMass Lowell Custom Edition). ISBN: 1-319-02876-4

 - Students will be provided with selected articles, essays, and poems from various sources for the purposes of study and discussion. These materials will be available via the course website.







CREDIT HOUR STATEMENT
This is a 3 credit course, as defined by federal regulation. You should expect to complete 6 hours of out of class work each week for approximately 15 weeks, for a total of 90 hours outside-of-class work.

University of Massachusetts at Lowell Learning Objectives for First-Year Writing
[bookmark: 1]
College Writing II (42.102)
Catalog Description: A workshop course that thoroughly explores the academic research writing process with an emphasis on entering into academic conversation. Building on the skills acquired in College Writing I, students will learn to write extensively with source material. Key skills addressed include finding, assessing, and integrating primary and secondary sources, and using proper documentation to ensure academic integrity. Students will produce analytical writing throughout the semester, including a minimum of four formal, researched essays. Pre-Req: 42.101 or 42.111; Anti Req for 42.112 – students cannot receive credit for both 42.102 and 42.112 (104).

Course Purpose and Outcomes:
In College Writing II, we study and practice academic research writing. Students will apply their rhetorical knowledge in the context of academic research through regular informal and formal writing. Students will generate and pursue complex theses through purpose-driven, process-based writing that engages audiences and integrates research. In this workshop course, writers will develop effective research habits and become familiar with the standards of academic research writing. Students will exit with an awareness of their strengths and weaknesses as writers and researchers; successful completion of this course will prepare students to meet the writing challenges they will encounter throughout their academic careers and beyond.

Building upon the skills acquired in College Writing I, students completing College Writing II will produce four formal, researched essays during the course of the semester, working toward the following learning outcomes:

- Generate research topics, ideas, questions, and problems
- Locate, evaluate, and analyze primary and secondary sources of information
- Use the writing process, including feedback from others, to compose substantive  
   researched essays for an academic audience
- Integrate and synthesize their own thoughts meaningfully with the words and ideas 
   of others while foregrounding their position in the academic conversation
- Recognize different citation styles, based on discipline, and employ appropriate 
   systems of documentation accurately
- Practice academic integrity









My Individual Teaching Procedure:  

In College Writing II, you will further develop your understanding of the college level essay through the reading of various texts, the application of academic research skills, and the writing of multiple drafts. To write successful college level essays, you will further develop the skill of close reading, which also applies to evaluating sources and proofreading your own writing. To learn how to read deeply, one must develop the ability to read with patience, persistence, and practiced curiosity. Reading at the college level involves more than gleaning an essay for the main idea and a few supporting details, or anticipating general questions from the instructor. It requires the ability to form unique questions specific to your individual point of view and developing philosophy. Questions drive research. Appreciating the process of thoughtful reading, along with identifying elements of good (or poor) research and writing will result in successful writing on your part.

Each semester, I urge students to focus on a specific theme. This gives us an opportunity to develop and explore ideas in greater depth as the semester progresses, resulting in more complex papers derived from more compelling reflection and research. This semester, we will consider questions of appearance and reality as they apply to individuality, risk, and collective responsibility.  We will consider this through multiple viewpoints: individual, academic, cultural, and historical. We will also consider these questions through the examination of literature, video, technology, athletics and entertainment. In service to fine tuning the skills of close reading, we will consider a number of essays and poems with particular consideration towards how the unflinching awareness of writing influences our perception of the world around us. Research lies at the core of this approach.

To begin, we will consider how images shape the world around and examine how we might grow as individuals within this world. To this end, we will consider how culture and individuality are informed by images.  We will start with Plato’s “Allegory of the Cave” and “The Noble Lie.” We will then consider popular conceptions of collective behavior and individuality promoted by Disney and Pixar. From there, we will consider readings by Ralph Waldo Emerson, and Henry David Thoreau. We will also reflect on contemporary readings from Malcolm X to Robert Lipsyte, which will serve to cast these fundamental ideas in a new light. We will also examine the enigma of Pat Tillman by considering Jon Krakauer’s Where Men Win Glory and The Pat Tillman Story by film director Amir Bar-Lev. All the while, we will reflect on our developing insights of how individuality, freedom, personal responsibility, and risk function within history and the present. We will also consider others who may serve as examples of those who tested individual limits, such as Cheryl Strayed, Diana Nyad, Zoe Romano, and Louis Zamperini.  

Because we are developing the skills of academic research, all this discussion and discovery will build towards understanding the workings of research and the drafting and completion of a final research project. This assignment will focus on the past, present, and/or future of an important historical and/or cultural event.

I look forward to seeing what you discover.

Within the classroom, we are devoted to the shared commitment to an intellectual task. We will learn through a combination of traditional lectures and the Socratic Method. Outside of the classroom, you are required to read assigned materials and consider them fully. As previously stated, the general rule of thumb is three (3) hours of study outside of the classroom for each hour (1) of study inside the classroom. You are expected to attend each class fully prepared to discuss any and all assigned material. Students may be asked to write in-class essays regarding the context of these readings and/or compose longer essays outside of the classroom. At all times, you should be prepared to generate research on a given reading or question.

Within the classroom, we are devoted to the shared commitment to an intellectual task. We will learn through a combination of traditional lectures and the Socratic Method. Outside of the classroom, you are required to read assigned materials and consider them fully. As previously stated, the general rule of thumb is three (3) hours of study outside of the classroom for each hour (1) of study inside the classroom. You are expected to attend each class fully prepared to discuss any and all assigned material. Students may be asked to write in-class essays regarding the context of these readings and/or compose longer essays outside of the classroom. At all times, you should be prepared to generate research on a given reading or question.

Evaluation: Progress in this course will be determined by your improvement as a writer as indicated by in-class assignments and the quality of written work done outside of the classroom. You will also be graded for marked improvement in your ability to comprehend complex texts and organize primary and secondary sources into an articulate and compelling research paper. Your written work should reflect a focused thesis, effective research, proper grammar usage, proper use of MLA, and an intrinsic sense of balance.

Please be aware that I will often post specific guidelines to improve individual assignments on the course webpage. While there is always a brief review of material recently covered in class, there is also material provided to assist you as we move forward. If you wish to discuss an individual assignment or your overall performance in this class, I am always available during office hours, or either immediately before or after class. If you wish to schedule an appointment before or after class, I should be happy to meet with you. 

Important Note: With regard to the four (4) formal assignments, as long as all assigned work for a given assignment is submitted on time – this includes, but is not limited to, submission of sources, outlines, and preliminary drafts – students have the opportunity to revise and resubmit a given formal assignment(s) for a higher grade. Bear in mind that all grades provided for a given assignment will be calculated into the final grade of a given assignment. You may resubmit revised work up to, and including, the due date for the Final Assignment. You may resubmit a revised assignment more than once. If you conduct an absolute revision of a given assignment and the revision receives a lower grade, the higher grade previously provided will be factored into the final grade of the overall assignment.   

Grading: 	

Short Assignments					25
Analysis Paper (Exceptionalism)			10	
Profile of a Candidate (Process Paper) 		15
Book Paper						15
Final Research Paper				25
Attendance		  		         		10

Total Possible Points			100
Please note that a grading rubric will be provided to assist you with the successful completion of each major assignment.

Numerical Equivalents for Letter Grades.  
94% – 100%: 4.0 = A Superior Work: Highest Quality
90% – 93%: 	3.7 = A- High Honors Quality
87% – 89%: 	3.3 = B+ High Quality
84% – 86%: 	3.0 = B Basic Honors Quality
80% – 83%: 	2.7 = B- Below Honors Quality
77% – 79%: 	2.3 = C+ Above Satisfactory Quality
74% – 76%: 	2.0 = C Satisfactory
70% – 73%: 	1.7 = C- Below Satisfactory Quality
67% – 69%: 	1.3 = D+ Above Minimum Passing
64% – 66%: 	1.0 = D Lowest Possible Passing
63% – 0%: 	0.0 = F Failed

Attendance: 

Attendance is critical to your success in this course. I cannot help you to learn the material if you are not here. I allow three (3) absences. Additional absences will result in deducted points from your final grade. Three (3) acts of tardiness will count as one (1) absence.

Attendance is taken regularly and is a factor when deciding borderline grades. If you miss five (5) or more class sessions, you may be asked to drop the course. If you miss seven (7) class sessions, you will fail the course.

Students are expected to attend class on a regular basis and be prepared to participate in the day’s activities. If you know you are going to be absent, you should notify the instructor ahead of time, either in person, or via UMass Lowell email, so you can keep up with your work. When you miss class, it is your responsibility to stay caught up. (That means it is your responsibility to get the assignments, class notes, and course changes from a classmate if you do miss a class. It is also your responsibility to keep track of and complete the missing work. Please refer to the course Wiki for updates.) In-class work cannot be made up; if you miss class on the day a written assignment is due, make arrangements to send it along with a classmate. 

Student-athletes are expected to attend all scheduled classes unless excused by the instructor for regularly scheduled athletic competition. Class may not be missed for practice, conditioning, meetings or other non-competitive reasons.

Starfish retention program: College Writing I participates in the Starfish retention program at UMass Lowell. Please be on the lookout for e-mail messages about your attendance, your work, or your participation in this course, and be sure to come speak with me if you are unsure why you have received a message.










TENTATIVE CLASS SCHEDULE
& Due Dates of Papers

Note: As the semester progresses, due dates for individual assignments will be posted on the course webpage. 


Note: As the semester progresses, due dates for individual assignments will be posted on the course webpage. 


In-Class Writing Sample					September 1		


Analysis Paper			Topic Proposal		September 13
					Sources			September 15		
					Outline			September 20
[bookmark: _GoBack]					Formal Library Tour		September 29				
	First Draft			September 27	
	Final Draft 	  		TBA


Profile of a Candidate 		Nomination 		September 29 
					Outline/Sources	October 6
					First Draft		October 18
				Final Draft		TBA
					
Book Paper				First Draft		October 10
					Final Draft		October 22

Conferences			November 15 & November 17

Presentations			November 29 & December 1 

Final Research Paper		FINAL Draft Due During Week of Final Exams
					(No late assignments will be accepted.)













Brief Description of Formal Papers: 

Note: As the semester progresses, depending on the progress of the class as a whole, due dates for individual assignments will be posted on the course webpage. For example, if I believe the class needs more time to improve on a given assignment, I will adjust the due dates accordingly.

Providing Context (Analysis): Four (4) page minimum. Compose an evaluative essay in which you examine the greater context of a specific film, television series, song, artist, artistic movement, technological development, social media platform, or book. What is essential to understanding both any historical precedents and, importantly, the larger current cultural context? Are there any popular misconceptions about this subject that might be addressed via meaningful research? Beyond providing an opinion, you will support your opinion with research generated through the UML databases. You will elaborate on your subject by introducing any social, economic, historical, cultural, and/or biographical aspects that will allow you to place your subject in a larger context. This essay allows you the opportunity to build upon any previous short assignments written in anticipation of this assignment. It will also develop your ability to elaborate on observations by introducing specific examples from research via full quotation, partial quotation, and paraphrase. This paper will have at least three (3) secondary sources derived from academic research. This paper will undergo at least (1) draft and will be subject to the rules of MLA.

Profile of a Candidate (Process):  Five (5) page minimum. In this assignment, you will consider either a current or past candidate for the presidency or vice-presidency of the United States. 
Beyond the providing meaningful biographical information of this individual, you will also examine the historical, cultural, and/or political context of their times. How does, or did, this candidate speak to their times? What policies did the candidate promote? Where did they succeed? Where did they possibly fail? Most important, how did they communicate with their constituency and the greater electorate? What can one discover by examining their speeches? What words did they use? What images, symbols, or metaphors? Does, or did, the candidate rely on stump speeches, electronic media, print media, or any other methods of communication? Was their method of communication viewed as a strength or a weakness? Why? What examples can you provide through academic research? What can we learn from their successes and failures? What insights can you discover and share through research that could perhaps inform future candidates and/or inspire fellow students as member of the electorate? What can you share that might allow others to overcome, or reinforce, any possible qualms or misperceptions about politics?  What do you see as the ultimate goal for each presidential or vice-presidential candidate? What do you see as an objective for individual voters? 

Research will allow you to share the details of a singular event or a series of events.  You might share a meaningful story of a specific candidate, or a policy proposal. Consider the greater context of your example. For example, how might a candidate’s personal history, cultural background, example of individual sacrifice, or place on the stage of world history shape our understanding of that individual? What can we all learn from these examples? What makes this candidate exceptional? What key lessons will you share with others? 

The main objective of this assignment is objectivity. By providing an even-handed analysis of a given candidate – examining both strengths and flaws – a reasonable person would not necessarily find that your analysis leans one way or the other.   

This paper will have at least two (3) secondary sources derived from academic research. This paper will undergo at least one (1) draft and will be subject to the rules of MLA.

Book Paper (Compare and Contrast): Five (5) page minimum. Compose an analytical essay examining perceived images and reality in Jon Krakauer’s Where Men Win Glory and any of our previous class readings (i.e., Emerson, Thoreau, Plato, Weber, Knapp, Lipsyte, et. al.). Krakauer focuses on the underlying complexities that contradict basic assumptions of war, patriotism, politics, history, the news media, professional athletes, literature, and humanity. Where do these readings intersect with regard to questions of appearances, history, achievement, freedom, or risk? In this essay, you will display an ability to engage with questions we have been examining throughout the semester with regard to thought and action and/or appearance and reality as they apply to individuals or to cultures. In this essay, you will consider these questions, while simultaneously seeking to discover connections between at least two specific readings and composing a complex argument which supports your underlying thesis. In addition to the class readings, this paper will have at least two (2) secondary sources derived from academic research. This paper will undergo at least two (2) drafts and will be subject to the rules of MLA.

Final Research Paper: Eight (8) page minimum (not including a works cited page containing at least four (4) secondary sources). The final assignment will focus on the past, present, and future of a significant historical, economic, social, technological, and/or cultural event. Through research and reflection, you will consider the historical context of this event, conditions that frame our current understanding, and your prediction of what will unfold in the future. 

Note: Once a topic is decided upon, and a presentation is provided, one may not unilaterally change to topic of their final assignment. 

Specific guidelines for this assignment will be posted on the course web page. 

Please note that this assignment will also involve a brief in-class presentation. 
Guidelines will also be provided on the course web page.


Standards for Papers:	Formal assignments will follow MLA formatting guidelines.


1.	Proofread for clarity and proper usage of grammar and syntax.
2.	Your name: my name: class name/time; and date at top left-hand corner.
3.	Typed.  In-class assignments are exempt; use blue or black ink.
4.	Double-spaced.  One inch margins.  12-point font. 
5.	Stapled.  Paper clips, clamps, string, or instances of ad-hoc origami are not acceptable.
6.	Include copy of first draft with submission of final draft (when applicable).











Late Work:	All assignments (including, but not limited to, the submission of outlines, sources, and drafts) are expected on the date they are due. 

			I will not accept any Short Assignments that are late.

All assignments are to be turned in at the end of class. With regard to the four (4) formal papers, late work will be marked down one letter grade for every class meeting it is late. Papers left in my mailbox (including those deposited on the due date) will be considered late. 

Please note: A significant part of the final grade is based on your ability to turn in all drafts on time. For example, if the first draft of a given assignment is due on Tuesday and that draft is turned in on Thursday, the best grade you can earn on that overall assignment is a “B.” In addition, if the final draft of the assignment is also one day late, the best grade you can earn on that paper will be a “C,” and so forth. 

Late work will be accepted the following week after the due date, but the paper will be marked down accordingly (i.e., two letter grades).  Any work received later than one week after the due date will receive a zero for that assignment.

Final Papers sent as e-mail attachments are unacceptable.


All drafts of formal assignments are subject to submission to Turnitin.com


Plagiarism:  

You can find the university policy regarding academic dishonesty at:
https://www.uml.edu/Catalog/Undergraduate/Policies/Academic-Policies/Academic-Integrity.aspx

An important part of this course (and almost every college course) is reading and responding to written texts. Thus you will often need to incorporate the ideas of others into your own writing. If any part of your paper is based on a source, you must acknowledge this source. If you don’t give proper credit, you have committed an act of plagiarism. To guard against plagiarism, you need to know what it is. There are three forms of plagiarism. The first, and most obvious, is copying word for word from another source without using quotation marks. The second kind of plagiarism is summarizing or paraphrasing ideas of an author without giving credit to the author as a source. Additionally, a third type of plagiarism that students must be aware of is using an editor –whether a friend, and family member or tutor. While it is acceptable, even encouraged, to solicit input about one’s writing from others, if a paper does not reflect the knowledge and/or style of the student author, plagiarism may be the result. The bottom line is: One must give credit where credit is due. One must not take credit for work that is not one’s own. Furthermore, the resubmission of your own previously produced work, for which you have already received credit in other courses or in high school, is considered a case of self-plagiarism which violates academic integrity.

Improper or inadequate documentation will often lower a paper’s score.  Both plagiarism and self-plagiarism will result in failing this course and a report to the Chair of the English Department and the Office of the Provost.


The Writing Center
If you desire assistance outside of the classroom, the Write Place is located on campus in the Centers for Learning, Southwick 321 (North) the third floor of the O’Leary Library (South).  Tutoring is free and covers everything from help with brainstorming, outlines, drafts, proofreading, grammar, and MLA documentation.   To make an appointment go to  https://www.uml.edu/Writing-Center.


Instructional Resources and Disability Accommodations: 
The Centers for Learning and Academic Support Services provide many resources, including tutoring in writing: http://class.uml.edu/.  In accordance with University policy and the ADA, I will provide accommodation for students with documented disabilities.  If you have a disability, please contact the Office of Disability Services as soon as possible.  Their office is located at University Crossing, 220 Pawtucket St, Suite #300, phone: 978-934-4574, e-mail: Disability@uml.edu. This documentation is confidential.

The Counseling Center
The Counseling Center at UMass Lowell provides counseling services, consultation and referrals to help students achieve personal and academic success, as well as assisting students in better understanding and coping with their feelings, relationships, choices and academic studies. More details are available at http://www.uml.edu/student-services/counseling/.


A note on classroom conduct:

In this class, and in all classes at the University of Massachusetts, Lowell, students are expected to exhibit professional and respectful behavior that is conducive to a mutually beneficial learning environment in the classroom.  Examples of inappropriate behavior include: text messaging, listening to music, cell phone use (other than the campus alert system), late arrivals, early departures, use of laptops for other than class purposes, disrespectful comments or behavior, intentional disruptions, failure to follow faculty directives. Students in violation of these standards may be asked to leave class and/or be referred to the Dean of Students for disciplinary action.
 

Conferences

I intend to incorporate individual conferences when I feel that they will constitute a good use of both your time and my time. However, should you at ANY point have questions, need additional help, or want to discuss your work or the course material, I will be more than happy to try to help you. Please make use of my weekly office hours, listed above. I can be available by appointment before most classes. Individual attention will help you focus your efforts and save you time.












English Department Writing Sample for College Writing, Fall 2016

Please write the following information on the front cover of your blue book or at the top of the page:

Your name and student ID number
Your course and section number
Today’s date

Please write an essay in response to the question below. Develop your response as fully as possible in the time allotted, and please use standard written English, as this will help us determine if the course you are in is the best one that will meet your needs.
When thinking about your future career, explore what composition skills you feel are going to be important. What types of writings will be required of you, and what skills will you need to master in order to present them well? 
If you are undeclared, how will being a skillful writer be practical/important in the "real world"? What types of writings will you have to do, and what skills will you need to master to present them well?

How to contact me:  The most effective way to contact me is via e-mail. When sending an e-mail, be certain to identify yourself and give your course number (i.e., 42.102.302).  I am available to meet with students before class and by appointment. In addition to my e-mail address, I have a mailbox located in the English Department office, located on the 3rd Floor of the Lydon Library. In an emergency, please leave a message with the Dean’s Office, Liberal Arts.


University Cancellation Line: 978-934-2121

