Fundamentals of College Reading

Gaps in knowledge are opportunities for learning.

Successful reading depends on one’s willingness to identify an unfamiliar word, term, event, or individual.

Look it up. Use a dictionary, search engine, or reference book to locate a definition and provide basic understanding.

Consider the possible denotation (strict definition) and/or connotation (emotional or visceral response) associated with a given word, term, or event.
Apply your definition to the sentence. Does the sentence become clearer? Just as a mechanic will test the individual parts of an engine to diagnose the entire vehicle, a definition must function within the sentence in order for the sentence to function within the overall reading.

Determine the role of the sentence in the context of the paragraph. Consider the sentence in the overall context of the reading. This definition of a word should provide a level of both clarity and complexity to the writer’s sentence and to the overall thesis. 

Lingering uncertainty about what an individual sentence, paragraph, or reading is attempting to communicate is an opportunity to engage independent thought.

Take the time to consider a specific word, term, event, or individual. Look at it from different angles. Go back to the dictionary. Throw it back into a search engine. Rearrange the original question a bit and see what comes back.  Walk around the room, around the block, around the town, around the world. Do not let it go. Tenacity in thought in service to engaging ideas is a more valuable skill than the simple retrieval of a definition.

Sleep on it. 

Look at it the next day with a fresh perspective. Take it around the block again. Reread the essay and consider what else is being said. What is the overall context? What was said before in the previous paragraph(s)? What is said directly after?  How might this piece of the puzzle fit into the entire context of the reading??

One’s ability to discover meaning without reliance of tools and technologies is the beginning of genuine independence. Become your own Google. 

