
University of Massachusetts Lowell

42.101.216

Tues / Thurs
  11:00

Office Hours: Thursday 9:00 – 11:00

Carl Mason

carl_mason@uml.edu


Course Website: 
carl-mason.wiki.uml.edu

Note: All related course material will be made available through the course website.

Required Texts: 



 - Hacker, Diane. A Pocket Style Manual. 5th ed. New York: Bedford / St, Martin’s


ISBN: 0312593244

 - Kerouac, Jack. The Dharma Bums. Penguin Classics. 


ISBN: 0143039601

- Wilde, Oscar. The Picture of Dorian Gray and Other Writings. Bantam. 


ISBN: 0553212540

- The Declaration of Independence and Other Great Documents of American History 

1775-1865.  John Grafton (Ed). New York: Dover. 


ISBN: 0486411249
 - A portable dictionary (i.e., American Heritage, Merriam-Webster’s, the OED)
- Students will be provided with selected articles and essays from various sources for 

the purposes of study and discussion. These articles will be available via the course website.

Catalog Course Description:  Examines the writing process and reviews fundamentals of grammar, sentence structure, and paragraph development. Students analyze rhetorical models by professional writers and are introduced to library research and techniques of documentation. Students write expository essays. Credits: 3

Anti Req for 42.101 - students cannot receive credit for both 42.101 and 42.111 (103)

Course Objectives:
Upon successful completion of the course students will demonstrate the ability to:

1.
Use a process approach to writing papers.

2.
Revise for sentence completeness and clarity.

3.
Use a variety of rhetorical modes to develop, organize, and draft a paper

4.
Write for a variety of purposes, including informing, persuading, and reporting and documenting research.

5.
Use writing skills to keep a personal journal, produce in-class written assignments, complete formal papers, and write exam essays.

6.
Read, understand, and discuss a variety of text materials.

Teaching procedure:  The objectives of this course are straightforward. As a student, you will develop an understanding of the college level essay through the reading of various texts and the writing of multiple drafts. In College Writing I, we will develop the skill of close reading. To learn how to read deeply, you must develop the ability to read with patience, persistence, and practiced curiosity. Reading at the college level involves more than the ability to anticipate questions from the instructor. It requires the ability to form questions specific to your individual point of view and developing philosophy. Appreciating what composes good writing will result in successful writing on your part. Within the classroom, we are devoted to the shared commitment to an intellectual task. We will learn through a combination of traditional lectures and the Socratic Method. Outside of the classroom, you are required to read assigned materials and consider them fully. You are expected to attend each class prepared to discuss the assigned material. Students may be asked to write in-class essays regarding the context of these readings and/or compose longer essays outside of the classroom. In addition to reading Jack Kerouac’s The Dharma Bums and Oscar Wilde’s The Picture of Dorian Gray, we will also focus on the definition of independence as it applies to these books and the Declaration of Independence. We will also consider a number of others readings and essays during the course of the semester. The subject matter of these readings is often fluid, determined by either current events and/or an evolving thesis developed through classroom discussions and/or our examination of readings over the course of the semester.    

Evaluation: Progress in this course will be determined by your improvement as a writer as indicated by in-class assignments and the quality of written work done outside of the classroom. You will also be graded for marked improvement in your ability to comprehend complex texts and organize secondary sources into an articulate and compelling research paper. Your written work should reflect a focused thesis, effective research, proper grammar usage, proper use of MLA (Final Research Paper) and an intrinsic sense of balance.

Grading: 


Persuasion Paper



10





Evaluation Paper



10






Acceptance Speech



10

Book Paper




15

Final Research Paper


20

Attendance

  

         
10

Short Assignments



25

Total Possible Points


100

Brief Description of Formal Papers: 

Note: As the semester progresses, individual handouts listing due dates for individual assignments will be distributed separately. 

Persuasion Paper:  Four (4) page minimum. State of the Union: America in 2010. You will compose an essay concerning your individual opinion of the present state of the country and/or the world. This essay may concern itself with a number of possible issues: the threat of terrorism, an examination of popular culture, the war in Iraq, the current economy, the effects of professional sports and/or entertainment on America, the state of healthcare, issues of crime, the global outlook towards America, etc. This paper will undergo a number of drafts, allowing you to focus on fundamental research and writing skills. This paper will also afford you the opportunity to formulate a thesis and conduct basic research while using both reason and balance to construct a compelling argument. You will study and begin to apply the rules of MLA during the composition of this paper. You will be responsible for providing at least four (4) secondary sources using the UMass Lowell Library databases.

Evaluation Paper:  Three (3) page minimum. You will compose a brief evaluative essay regarding your individual assessment of Jack Kerouac The Dharma Bums. In addition to considering how Kerouac addresses the concept of independence in the context of post-war America in the 1950s, you are encouraged to consider how social, historical, narrative, philosophical, or religious aspects of the book are possibly relevant in 2010. What do you see as the strengths of this book? What are the weaknesses? The purpose of this essay is to allow you the opportunity to read narrative fiction, while developing your ability to elaborate on observations by introducing specific examples from the text. This paper will undergo at least one (1) draft.
Acceptance Speech:  Three (3) page minimum. Congratulations! You are in the running to receive an Academy Award, Major League Rookie of the Year, Grammy, Democratic/GOP/Green Party Nomination for President of the United States, Nobel Prize, and/or a Pulitzer. It is time to prepare your acceptance speech. Beyond thanking the Academy, who deserves thanks and recognition? Why have you devoted your life to excelling in your specific field? What did it take to succeed? What would you tell others who wish to follow in your footsteps? Do you deserve this award? Why? Will you use this opportunity to speak out on an important issue perhaps unrelated to your award? Will you reject your award outright like Marlon Brando, who protested Hollywood’s portrayal of Native Americans in 1973 or Grigory Perelman, who refused the Fields Medal after solving the Poincaré conjecture in 2006?  

The purpose of this essay is twofold. First, it is exercise in avoiding clichéd writing while considering the specific steps one must take to attain a goal. One must also determine why a goal is worth attaining in the first place. While this essay may be whimsical, it also provides an outlet for genuine research in order to determine the concrete steps one must take in order to attain an individual  goal, or it may rely on the specific story of one who has attained this goal in the past.   

Comparison and Contrast Paper: Four (4) page minimum. Compose an essay regarding your analysis of any possible relationship between Oscar Wilde’s The Picture of Dorian Gray and Jack Kerouac’s The Dharma Bums. How are they similar with regard to the question of independence? How are they different? In this essay, you will display an ability to engage with questions that the class has been examining throughout the semester with regard to questions or independence and/or happiness. In this essay, you will consider these questions while simultaneously seeking to discover connections between two specific texts while providing a complex argument which supports your underlying thesis. 

Final Research Paper: Six (6) page minimum (not including a works cited page). The final essay will be a profile paper. The purpose of this paper is to inform the reader of a specific individual who uniquely defined your conception of independence. This individual may be living or dead but must be of historical or cultural importance. If the subject is well known, seek to portray this individual in new light. If the individual is somewhat obscure, seek to explain why this individual is important. This paper will contain at least four (4) secondary sources and be written in MLA style.

Standards for Papers:

1.
Your name: my name: class name/time; and date at top left-hand corner.

2.
Typed.  In -class assignments exempt; use blue or black ink.

3.
Double-spaced.  One inch margins.  12 point font.

4.
Stapled.  Paper clips or clamps are not acceptable.

5.
Pages numbered in top right corner after first page.

6.
Include copy of first draft with submission of final draft (when applicable).

Attendance: 

Attendance is critical to success in this course. I allow students three (3) absences. Additional absences will result in deducted points from your final grade.  Three acts of tardiness will count as one absence. Remember that an absence is not a sufficient excuse for a late paper. If you find that you cannot avoid missing consecutive classes, please notify me as soon as possible.  Attendance is taken regularly and is a factor when deciding borderline grades.
Late Work:
All assignments (including drafts) are expected on the date they are due. Assignments are to be turned in at the beginning of class. Late work will be marked down one letter grade for every class meeting it is late. Papers left in my mailbox (including those deposited on the due date) will be considered late. 

Please note: A significant part of the final grade is based on the student’s ability to turn in all drafts on time. For example: If the first draft of the Exploration Paper is due on Monday, and that draft is turned in on Wednesday, the best grade a student can earn on that first draft is a “B.” In addition, if the final draft of that paper is also one day late, the best grade a student can earn on that paper will be a “C.” 

Late work will be accepted the following week after the due date, but the paper will be marked down accordingly (i.e., two letter grades).  Any work received later than one week after the due date will receive a zero for that assignment.

Final Papers sent as e-mail attachments are unacceptable.

TENTATIVE CLASS SCHEDULE

& Due Dates of Papers

Note: As the semester progresses, individual handouts listing due dates for individual assignments will be distributed separately. 

Persuasion Paper

Topic Due

September 14





Sources

September 21





Outline

September 28



First Draft

October 5





Second Draft

October 14

Final 


October 26

Evaluation Paper

First Draft

TBA 





FINAL


TBA

Acceptance Speech
First Draft

TBA


  

FINAL


TBA 


Book Paper


FINAL 

TBA

Final Research Paper
FINAL Draft Due During Week of Final Exams
Plagiarism:  An important part of this course (and almost every college course) is reading and responding to written texts. Thus you will often need to incorporate the ideas of others into your own writing. If any part of your paper is based on a source, you must acknowledge this source. If you don’t give proper credit, you have committed an act of plagiarism. To guard against plagiarism, you need to know what it is. There are three forms of plagiarism. The first, and most obvious, is copying word for word from another source without using quotation marks. The second kind of plagiarism is summarizing or paraphrasing ideas of an author without giving credit to the author as a source. Additionally, a third type of plagiarism that students must be aware of is using an editor –whether a friend, and family member or tutor. While it is acceptable, even encouraged, to solicit input about one’s writing from others, if a paper does not reflect the knowledge and/or style of the student author, plagiarism may be the result. The bottom line is: One must give credit where credit is due. One must not take credit for work that is not one’s own. Improper or inadequate documentation will often lower a paper’s score. In the case of plagiarism, however, no credit is given for a paper.

Instructional Resources and Disability Accommodations: 

The Centers for Learning and Academic Support Services provide many resources, including tutoring in writing: http://class.uml.edu/.  In accordance with University policy and the ADA, I will provide accommodation for students with documented disabilities.  If you have a disability, please contact the Office of Disability Services as soon as possible.  Please note that their office has moved to NORTH campus, Cumnock Hall C6, phone: 978-934-4574, e-mail: Disability@uml.edu. This documentation is confidential.

A note on classroom conduct:

In this class, and in all classes at the University of Massachusetts, Lowell, students are expected to exhibit professional and respectful behavior that is conducive to a mutually beneficial learning environment in the classroom.  Examples of inappropriate behavior include: text messaging, listening to music, cell phone use (other than the campus alert system), late arrivals, early departures, use of laptops for other than class purposes, disrespectful comments or behavior, intentional disruptions, failure to follow faculty directives. Students in violation of these standards may be asked to leave class and/or be referred to the Dean of Students for disciplinary action.

How to contact me:  The most effective way to contact me is via e-mail. When sending an e-mail, be certain to identify yourself and give your course number (i.e., 42.100.209).  I am available to meet with students before and/or after class and by appointment. In addition to my e-mail address, I have a mailbox located in the English Department office on North Campus (Falmouth 301). My office is FAL 301A.  In an emergency, please 

leave a message with the Dean’s Office, Liberal Arts.

University Cancellation Line: 978-934-2121
As part of the UMass Lowell Common Text program, the following assignment will be addressed over the course of the semester. This final assignment will be due towards the end of the semester.

The Definition of Independence

Readings: 
The Declaration of Independence



The Dharma Bums by Jack Kerouac



The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde 



Various readings by Malcolm X, Plato, the Dalai Lama, David Brooks, 



Caroline Weber, and others.

Anticipated Learning Outcomes:

 Accomplish a close reading of ideas central to The Declaration of Independence by defining a number of specific words and terms with the text. Students will reflect on language on the page and consider how it functions in a variety of contexts, both individual and collective. By demonstrating the ability to engage with words such as “independence,” “happiness,” and “grievance,” student will seek to recognize how these concepts function in terms of individuality and what Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr. termed, “the common good.”  Through their writing, students will consider the responsibilities and consequences of declaring one’s independence. They will seek to individually define what happiness is, and what it is not. Furthermore, by listing a specific grievance (or grievances), students will identify exactly what they wish to be independent from. In effect, they will seek out and identify their own King George III. 

 Reassess one’s initial impression of The Declaration of Independence (if applicable) and apply what one has learned in one’s own writing.

 Write a simple (not necessarily Jeffersonian) declaration, to be composed by each student in response to their own King George III. Students will seek to define independence, consider a goal worthy of pursuit (i.e., “happiness”), and identify something that they wish to free from.   

 Encourage students to analyze the uses of language on the page and to pay close attention to the words used in their own writing. By reading the Declaration of Independence not as an abstract historical document, but as a living testament of self-governance, students will consider the intrinsic value of independence. In addition to contemplating their own experience as citizens and/or students, students will be encouraged to expand their participation in the American narrative by amending the original document with their own voice.

Introduction to the Assignment:

By reading “A Homemade Education” by Malcolm X and “The Allegory of the Cave” by Plato, students will consider not simply the concept of declaring independence, but the responsibilities and consequences that come from of asserting self-rule. Students will also consider the word “happiness” as defined by the Oxford English Dictionary, the Dalai Lama, and David Brooks. Finally, by considering matters such as technology, connectedness, consumerism, amusement, and success, students will establish what a worthy goal is and what (if anything) is holding them back in terms of achieving their goals. In doing so, they will not simply provide abstract grievances, but seek to indentify exactly what, or who, may be preventing them from successfully pursuing their own goals. In essence, in order to declare independence, students must first define independence, establish a goal worthy of pursuit, and determine where to direct their grievance in order to reach that goal. In short, they must identify their own King George III. This hypothetical sovereign may be anything from high school, video games, or Facebook, to more weighty matters such as British Petroleum, network neutrality, credit card interest rates, or the demands of Engineering I. 

Finally, by reading two books over the course of the semester – The Dharma Bums by Jack Kerouac and The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde – students will consider the individual stories of two individuals who sought independence on their own terms. Students will consider the limitations of independence, the consequences of declaring independence, and the relative value of each character’s definition of independence.

Evaluation:

The writing assignment for this project will fall under the heading of “Short Assignments Independent of Final Project.” 

Although there will be a variety of essays leading up to the final assignment – brief response essays and/or in-class writing exercises – certain precepts of standard evaluation for college writing will apply. Evaluation will be based on the student’s ability to engage with the basic guidelines of a given assignment, sufficient fidelity to the rules of grammar, and the development of individual insights. 

The rubric for the final assignment – in which students define independence, specify a worthy goal, and provide a list of grievances against their concept of King George III – is based on series of scores of 1-5 corresponding on the following criteria. 

-  Main idea (thesis) is clearly stated. 

-  Response reflects sufficient development

-  Response responds clearly to the assigned topic 

-  Response is effectively organized

-  Response uses details effectively to back up general points 

-  Response makes effective use of any reading(s) upon which the topic is based, either 

   through paraphrase or quotation. 

-  Response demonstrates a clear understanding of the Declaration of Independence.
-  Response does not contain sentence problems. Problem areas would include, but 

   are not limited to, fragments, syntax (sentence structure) problems, verb form errors,   

   proper punctuation, and/or proofreading lapses.


